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             A Communicating Organization is a High Performance Organization  

 

 

In a concerted effort to capture regional success 

stories the SADC Secretariat is putting together a 

documentary that will tell the story of Projects in 

the regional body and the Lesotho Highlands 

Water Project is identified as one of those sto-

ries. 

According to Campbell Easton, Multimedia Pro-

ducer and anchor of this series for Fray Interme-

dia the company hired to produce the documen-

tary, SADC is not only looking at the mere size of 

the Projects but their net effect in changing the 

lives of the communities and ultimately popula-

tions of the countries concerned. 

In assisting in this historic event the PR Branch 

of the LHDA took the Fraymedia crew on a tour 

of the Project that covered tourism, engineering 

and even more importantly social development 

within the Project and in particular the Solar Elec-

trification Project within the Katse, Polihali and 

Mohale catchments that followed a unique train-

ing of six ladies in India back in 2005. 

The story of these ladies will now attract interna-

tional attention. SADC intends to put to the world 

stage some success stories of its member states, 

and the LHWP made the cut in this criteria. 

 

Once again the LHWP reminds all of us 

that we are a force to be reckoned with! 
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   W A T E R  W A V E S  

 

 

The Minister of Water, Hon Kimetso Mathaba 

officially opened the world water day celebra-

tions in an occasion which was held at Avani 

Maseru on the 31 March this year. The theme 

for this year is “Water and Waste Water”. 

During his opening remarks, Mr Mathaba stat-

ed that over 80 percent of untreated waste 

water flows back into the ecosystem. He em-

phasised the need to take action and a closer 

look on how water is harnessed before it is 

distributed to users. He added that it is also 

important to consider how water is handled 

after use.  

The Minister called for strengthened coopera-

tion strategies and partnership among all sec-

tors as well as commitment and participation 

in promoting water issues. He appealed to 

Basotho to unite and save water, humanity 

and the world, adding that the use of water on 

a sustainable basis is essential for future gen-

erations. 

Speaking at the same occasion, Mr Mokake 

Mojakisane, the Commissioner of Water high-

lighted that water is usually developed and 

distributed to villages but waste water is often 

forgotten. He emphasised the need to include 

waste water in dealing with water issues. 

Ms Palesa Monongoaha from the Lesotho 

Highlands Development Authority, said it is 

important to ensure quality protection of the 

environment in order to allow water storage 

and sustainability.  

She indicated that LHDA implements environ-

mental management in line with the 1986 

Treaty Obligations which requires that all the 

parties take all reasonable measures to en-

sure that the implementation, operation and 

maintenance of the Project are compatible 

with the protection of the existing quality of the 

environment. 

Continued from page 2 

 

LESOTHO COMMEMORATE 
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   W A T E R  W A V E S  

 

When the Lesotho Highlands Water Project 

was first implemented, the people around the 

project sites were affected in a number of 

ways. It has always been a priority of the 

LHWP to compensate such people and to 

leave their lives better off than before they 

were affected by the Project. 

Skills development has been one of the ways 

of improving the lives of the communities af-

fected by the project. In 2015, one great op-

portunity changed the lives women from 

Polihali, Katse and Mohale. The ladies were 

selected through public gatherings in their 

communities to go to India to get training on 

Solar Energy installations and repairs. 

‘M’akeiti Laka and Masekonyela Raqhoe of Ha 

sepinare were part of the six member team 

that went all the way to India against all odds 

to get the training that have since changed 

their lives. They explained that it was their first 

time to get into an aeroplane and it was such a 

life changing moment for them. Both of these 

ladies do not know the English language, that 

still was not anything to stop them from sol-

diering on. They say they had to use unprofes-

sional sign language and learn mostly by han-

dling as they did not understand anything the 

Indian instructors said as they were being 

taught. 

Their journey was challenging but they got 

back home with skills they had gone to acquire 

in India. The ladies are now installing solar 

panels in their respective communities. 

Since their return form the training, the ladies 

won some awards for people who made rec-

ognisable change during the El-nino era. 

The solar energy project at Ha Sepinare will 

now continues to grow stronger as the two 

ladies continue to install more panels in their 

communities and also intend to impart their 

skills to other women in their communities. 

 

This initiative was brought to the fore by the 

Lesotho Highlands Development Authority and 

all the expenses were incurred by the LHDA. 

 

 

 

 

 

HA SEPINARE SOLAR ENERGY PROJECT FORGES FORWARD 

Continued to page 3 
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   W A T E R  W A V E S  

 
In the advent the Lesotho Highlands Water 
Project (LHWP) Phase II, the Polihali branch 
engaged in community consultation program 
around the Polihali project area in March 
2017. 
 
The consultations were done to ensure that 
the interests of the affected persons are fully 
entrenched in the implementation process of 
the Phase II which consists of the Polihali 
saddle dam, water transfer tunnel to Katse 
and the Polihali North-East Access Road.  
 
The three-week consultation process saw the 
roll-out of the compensation policy from the 
Lesotho Highlands Development Authority 
(LHDA), the implementing agency of the 
LHWP, to communities leaving around the 
project area. 
 
As the implementing arm of the project, the 
LHDA is committed to implement all its activi-
ties at grassroots level in the transparent and 
open manner. The LHDA believes constant 
and clear communication as well as engage-
ment with all the stakeholders with interest is 
an essential for the success of the project. 
 
The LHDA has adopted a model of thorough 
consultations and provides feedback to all 
stakeholders, affected communities and legal 
structures around the project area. The pro-
ject commits to maintain communication with 
all the stakeholders and community and legal 
structures throughout the implementation 
phase up until project closure.  
 
Stakeholders that were engaged in consulta-
tions include Area Liaison Committees (ALCs) 
from four community councils and urban 
council.  These also included all the councils 
in Mokhotlong, meeting with council of chiefs, 
heads of departments, Matsoku and Bokong 
Councils at Katse/Matsoku side.  
 
During consultations, the compensation policy 
was disclosed to communities for scrutiny and 
clarity. It was during these consultations that 
community members were given copies of the 
compensation policy to read from the comfort 
of their homes. This would then become a 
point of reference for affected communities.   

 

LHDA IN COMMUNITY CONSULTATION DRIVE  
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   W A T E R  W A V E S  

 
The Lesotho Highlands Water Project 
(LHWP) has survived for thirty years to date. 
It is through this magnificent project that Le-
sotho has managed to make some extra reve-
nue to contribute towards the GDP of the 
country. 
 
This Project is a success on its own, as if that 
was not enough; more projects that are suc-
cessful are being borne of the LHWP. One 
such project is the water beneficiation project 
run by the Highlands Trout in the Katse reser-
voir to grow trout fish in cages.  
 
The trout grown in the Katse reservoir is one 
of the best, in terms of quality in comparison 
to fish produced in other countries. This is 
solely because the Highlands Trout utilises 
the good quality clean water in the Katse res-
ervoir, while other countries grow their trout in 
seawater. 
 
To maintain the high quality of both the fish 
and water in the reservoir, the Highlands 
Trout is committed to continual testing of the 
water to check for the following; Ammonia, 
conductivity, Nitrate, Nitrite, PH, Phosphate, 
Total inorganic nitrogen and Turbidity. 
 
All these could affect the quality and growth of 
fish if left unattended. Moreover, it is also im-
portant to retain the same quality of the water, 
so that Lesotho transfer clean and good quali-
ty water to South Africa. 

 

Continued from page 4 

HIGHLANDS TROUT TELLS THE SUCCESS STORY OF THE LHWP 


